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Finally Back in the Far West

It has been a long haul, but I'm happy to say that | just got back out to the Far
West. (Sorry this isn't a current picture, cloudy views only these days) You may
remember that as | finally got through the research renewal process, | was
having an increase in health issues. After a month in Thailand, | was able to
get some diagnoses and begin treatment. Unfortunately on returning to Nepal |
actually began feeling even worse. More checking discovered another
problem, and so began medication adjustments and a lot of waiting for my body
to re-acclimate. Much of this time | wasn't able to do much at all, so rest was
my main job. Finally there's been enough improvement and touching base with
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the doctor, to where | could pack up and head out. The labs aren't yet quite
where they need to be, so | continue with medications and hoping that the
improvement will continue as well. Sadly I've already had my first round of
diarrhea since my return. I'm praying there won't be too many infections to
send the progress backward.
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I am thankful to finally have the opportunity to meet face to face with some of those involved
with the struggles out here. In many ways things have just moved on, but for me it was
important to try to address some things. Both parts of the divided group have continued on
separately and even seen some growth. While there won't likely be any reconciliation of the
groups, there is still a need for forgiveness and healthy interaction in the future. There is still
some bitterness, so | am seeking Him to work and heal the wounds and bring Glorifying
acceptance and interaction for the future.

| did have a couple meetings with a organization | previously worked with about the
possibility of starting a leadership training program specifically for the Far West hill areas. We
found some real common ground and desire to see something happen, especially for the most
rural/remote groups that have no trained leadership. Often they haven't yet learned even the
basics to become a fully functioning and productive Body. Just brain-storming so far, but
positively so. While | don't know yet what my role could be, | am excited about the potential
which could fill a big need out here.

So, this is an exploring time again for me. 1 still feel the need of the more remote area
groups. But I also feel the limitations of my own situation, especially with physical issues and
needing other servant-hearted people to work together with. Please continue to seek His Heart
with me to open the doors that will be just right to use my gifts. | desire to have more

opportunities to teach, disciple, and mentor others so they will be able to make a difference in
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their own groups. But | do need partners to work together with. in order to effectively help each
other work toward the goal of seeing His Body grow strong.
Thanks so much for all your prayers over these last months. It was often a discouraging time,
but it was also a time to spend a lot of time with my Lord and process some of the more recent

struggles. | hope that this re-fitting time can be a benefit to the future, whatever that looks

like.
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